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Mission & Purpose:

The Brown-RISD Catholic Chaplaincy 
provides opportunities for the students, 
staff, faculty, and alumni of Brown 
University and the Rhode Island School of 
Design to celebrate their faith. Our goal is 
to help others deepen their spiritual lives 
within the context of community. Through 
worship, education, and community 
outreach, we hope to enable the members 
of the BRCC to bring their faith to bear 
on their pursuits within the Brown and 
RISD communities and beyond.

The Brown Together 
Campaign:

Brown University recently launched an 
ambitious campaign to raise $3 billion for 
various initiatives of the University. If you 
are considering a gift to Brown, all or part 
your donation can be earmarked for the 
University’s Catholic endowment. While 
this does not aid the Becket Association’s 
annual appeal to provide a campus 
minister, we do depend on the interest 
from this endowment to fund more than 
half of the student programming in the 
Brown-RISD Catholic Community. E-mail 
catholic@brown.edu to learn how to 
designate your gift!  

LETTER  FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Dear Friends,

The Becket Lecture on March 5th was a great success. Together 
with the Dominican Friars’ Thomistic Institute, we welcomed Dr. 
Karin Öberg.  A leading astrochemist at Harvard, she is performing 
groundbreaking research on the chemical composition of stars and planets. 

With nearly 70 in attendance, she shared the findings of research about planets that could 
possibly sustain life. She then speculated on the theological implications, if intelligent life 
were ever discovered elsewhere in the universe.  After fielding questions from the audience, 
she remained for dinner with the students, speaking candidly about her conversion to 
Catholicism and her experience as a Catholic scientist. 

The marvelous way Karin Öberg (and so many Catholic scholars) have integrated the life of 
faith and study is an encouragement to our students. While they prepare for careers in fields 
as diverse as business, medicine, design, and education; here they experience the vocation 
(even if temporary) of the student. 

It is all too easy to think of doing “Catholic stuff”—Mass, prayer, Bible study—as an 
extracurricular pursuit, distinct from being a student. I’m moved when I see students trying 
to integrate the two. For example, they are often found congregating in the Absolute Quiet 
Room in the Rock, studying and encouraging one another, aware that they share a bond that 
goes even deeper than organic chemistry. 

Another example: Recently, a small group of students worked to design a credit-bearing 
Group Independent Study Project. Working with a professor in Religious Studies and me, 
they’ll be studying the works of great Christian theologians including Church Fathers like 
Augustine and John Chrysostom as well as the “Angelic Doctor,” Thomas Aquinas. 

Looking around, I continue to marvel at how so many young people at Brown and RISD 
are embracing their vocation as students, pursuing what Vatican II called the “universal call 
to holiness.”  I’m convinced that the more they embrace this temporary vocation, with its 
difficulties and joys, God will reveal even greater plans to them down the road. Pray for them!  

Fr.  Albert Duggan, O.P. ’03
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Fr.  Albert Duggan, O.P., with students who received the sacraments of initiation 
on Divine Mercy Sunday and Campus Minister Megan O’Brien Crayne



LETTER FROM THE CAMPUS MINISTER
growing in community while grappling 
together with challenging questions 
and helping to foster a space in which 
theological discussion with peers is normal.  
This semester, we focused on relationships with God, 
self, and others, discussing topics such as self care, mental health, 

technology, lay and religious vocations, Catholic 
Social Teaching, friendship, and dating.

Finally, we end with Compline, praying the Psalms 
in communion with the Church throughout 
the world. While this concludes the formal 
programming, a group of students consistently 
remains together in The Underground 
afterwards for further fellowship (at times 
taking advantage of the Prayse Band’s setup to 
put on impromptu musical performances).  

Throughout this pilot semester of 
Munderground, it has been a joy to see new 
faces (Catholic and non-Catholic) show up, to 
find students discussing Munderground topics 
days and weeks later, to hear students asking 
each other about their “elevator pitch” outside 
of Munderground, and to witness students 

making new connections and gaining new insights about life and faith. 
Its success is a testament to the vibrancy and abundance present in 
the BRCC, and would never have been possible without students’ 
enthusiasm and active involvement.  As Munderground continues to 
grow and morph throughout the upcoming school year, I am looking 
forward to seeing the ways in which it will further strengthen our 
community in friendship and in faith.  As Pope Francis reminds us 
in his new apostolic exhortation Gaudete et exsultate, “Growth in 
holiness is a journey in community, side by side with others.”

Megan O’Brien Crayne 

Dear Friends,

One of our most exciting new initiatives this year has been 
something we call “Mondays at the Underground” (affectionately 
known as “Munderground”).  Each week we gather as a community 
in The Underground, a trendy space on the main green featuring 
exposed brick and steel beams that operates as a student-run coffee 

shop during the day, for an evening of food, prayer, 
fellowship, and learning. 

As we gather for a free and often home-cooked meal, 
one or two students stand up and give an “elevator 
pitch” (for a very long elevator ride!)—in about three minutes, they 
answer the question “Why are you Catholic?,” sharing their own 
story of coming to faith while also, more importantly, telling THE 
story, pointing their fellow students towards Jesus.

We then transition into a time of prayer as a group of students (the 
“Prayse Band”) leads us in praise and worship, a time for us all to 
quiet our hearts while praising God in song.  

The bulk of our time together is the “content” portion of the 
evening, in which Fr.  Albert and I give presentations that bring 
together the concerns of students’ lives with the wisdom of our 
Tradition. Students then have the opportunity to talk in small groups, 

Students at “Munderground”

“As Pope Francis reminds us in his new apostolic 
exhortation Gaudete et exsultate, ‘Growth in holiness 
is a journey in community, side by side with others.’”

“Nothing had as deep an impact 
on me as Holy Thursday’s homeless 

outreach, when our group, dispersed in 
pairs, delivered brown-bagged lunches 
we’d prepared to those living on the 

streets surrounding Capitol Hill.”

LESSONS LEARNED ON SPRING BREAK
of outreach endeavors, including assisting 
the Missionaries of Charity, delivering 
homemade macaroni and cheese and Easter 
baskets, and paying visits to individuals and 
families desirous of Christian fellowship. 

Nothing had as deep an impact on me 
as Holy Thursday’s homeless outreach, 
when our group, dispersed in pairs, 
delivered brown-bagged lunches we’d 
prepared to those living on the streets 
surrounding Capitol Hill. Vanesa and I 
met an older gentleman named Carl.  
A disabled Navy veteran confined to 
a motorized scooter, Carl played his 

For our spring break, which coincided with Holy Week, six of us 
ventured to Washington, D.C., to volunteer at A Simple House. 
During the 7-hour drive, my mind raced at times, wondering what 
we’d be doing, and whether I’d be prepared for the activities we’d 
partake in. I knew little about A Simple House at the outset, apart 
from a vague understanding that the 
Catholic organization involves full-
time volunteers, who lead prayerful 
lives of simplicity, serving the needy 
in some of Washington’s poorest 
neighborhoods. 

In seven days characterized by 
silently reflective mornings and 
daily Mass, we engaged in a variety 



saxophone before passers-by, and was especially grateful for the peanut butter and 
jelly sandwich we offered. “Dessert and lunch all-in-one!” he declared cheerfully.  As we 
conversed, I was struck by Carl’s joyous nature and the gratitude he expressed toward 
God for a situation that seemed far from satisfactory. Despite his poor health and 
housing insecurity, Carl shared with us both the thrill he felt at being able to perform 
daily at his sidewalk station and his confidence that God would provide for him. 

Carl’s sentiment reminded me of a favorite line from Scripture: “If God so clothes 
the grass of the field, which grows today and is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will 
he not much more provide for you, O you of little faith?” (Matthew 6:30). He rightly 
understood material sustenance to be secondary to the spiritual kind, maintained 
through devotion to God above all else. Unfazed by needs as basic as finding his next 
meal, Carl recognized his foremost duty as serving God by spreading joy through 
music. 

As he asked us to pray for a continued ability to play the songs he loves, assuring us of 
the positive impact our work that day would have, I came to a fuller understanding of 
what A Simple House does. Rather than simply help the poor, as I had initially believed, 
they build bridges between people from different walks of life. They alter hearts and 
minds toward a celebration of unity, grounded in recognition of the dignity and worth 
of all persons as children of God. Speaking with Carl that day provided me with these 
insights, for which I am grateful. 

Nick Guarino, ’20

Campus Minister Megan O’Brien 
Crayne, Fr.  Albert Dugan, O.P., and 

BRCC students with members of A 
Simple House in Washington, D.C.

FINDING COMMUNITY AT BROWN
Building a strong community is a long process 
that takes patience and understanding 
from everyone. In this process there 
is always something to work on, but the 
greatest accomplishment is the ability to share 
the community with others, people who have been around 
for years and those who are just starting to get involved. This 
semester, as I started getting involved more, I have realized that 

whatever time or effort I put into this community I get back a 
hundred times more. There is no doubt God heard my prayers 
and blessed me with a community like this, my second home.

Petar Josip Vidović, ’20

Coming to Brown, moving across the Atlantic, and going away from 
home was the most exciting period of my life. The summer before 
I started this great journey, excitement surpassed the feelings of 
doubt and concern. The only thing I worried about was finding the 
right community, and throughout the summer I was praying for one 
thing only: people that will accept me the way I am and help me grow 
intellectually and as a person.

When I finally came to college, as any other freshman, 
I joined a variety of clubs, met a lot of new people and 
started new friendships. I was excited to try new things 
and see this new world that I just arrived to. I had an 
opportunity to build my life anew and define my own 
happiness.  And as the time passed I realized that I will 
never feel so ‘at home’ as I felt in Manning Chapel on the 
first Sunday Mass. I realized that out of all the groups 
I have joined, there isn’t a community like the BRCC, 
which fosters such a genuine compassion and care for 
students’ well-being. Being surrounded by young and 
enthusiastic people who have such great love for Christ 
helps me to brace myself for anything that the upcoming 
week might throw at me. No other group on campus has 
a daily opportunity to build the community like we do 
through daily Mass, rosary, adoration, and plenty other 
things that happen every week.

This semester I have especially enjoyed the fellowship 
that has been fostered during “Munderground.” This has 
been a great opportunity for everyone to take a break 
from school and get together for dinner and good talks.  A setting 
like this gave me a chance to meet new people and talk to friends, as 
well as think and discuss about a lot of life issues through the lens of 
faith. During our retreat and hike this semester, I was able to build 
new and strengthen old friendships that, rooted in faith, go beyond 
the superficial.

BRCC students hiking on Mt. Monadnock



Angelina Ossimetha, ’21, is confirmed on Divine Mercy Sunday

About the Thomas 
Becket Association

The Thomas Becket Association is 
a private corporation made up of 
Catholic alumni and other supporters 
whose mission is to provide funding for 
the Catholic ministry at Brown & RISD. 

Contributions to the annual fund are 
crucial, as they are the only source 
of support for important ministry 
resources including the campus 
minister’s position, an annual Catholic 
lecture, Becket operational costs, and 
material needs not covered by the 
chaplaincy’s programming budget.  

Officers:
Glenn Creamer, ’84, President

Christopher J. Creed, ’00, 
Vice-President

Kathleen Cote Bowling, ’77, 
P’07, P’08, Secretary

Daniel Harrop ’76, ’79 MD, Treasurer

Trustees:  
Most Rev. Thomas J. Tobin, ex officio

Rev.  Albert Duggan, O.P., ‘03, ex officio
Kenneth & Deborah Amylon ’72 & ’72

James Blum ’14
Theresa Clark ’02, ’06 MD

Louisa Conwill ’17
Alicia DeVos ’18
Charles Festo ’71

Deacon Timothy Flanigan
Sebastian Łucek ’18
Kenneth Miller ’70

ANNUAL MEETING
The Next Annual Meeting of the Thomas Becket Association will take place on 
Sunday, October 21, 2018 at 12:00pm in the Robert Campus Center’s Petteruti 
Lounge. The meeting is open to all donors of the Becket Association who have 
contributed $200 or more over the preceding two calendar years. If you plan 
to attend, or would like more information, please call us at 401-863-7438 or 
e-mail catholic@brown.edu.

On Divine Mercy Sunday, April 8, the students who participated in our RCIA 
and confirmation preparation programs received the sacraments of initiation. 
One student was baptized. Three were received into the Catholic Church, and 
5 others received the sacrament of confirmation.  

Congratulations to two of our graduating seniors who received awards from 
Brown’s Office of Chaplains & Religious Life. Jeanelle Wheeler is this year’s 
recipient of the Kapstein Family Award for Interfaith Leadership, and Olivia 
Kelly is a recipient of the Levi Adams Citation for her leadership in the Catholic 
Community.  

CONGRATULATIONS!

COMMENCEMENT 
& REUNION WEEKEND
Alumni and families of graduating seniors who will be at Brown for 
Commencement & Reunion Weekend are cordially welcomed to a Catholic 
Community reception on Saturday, May 26 at 5:00pm in J. Walter Wilson 411. 
The annual Commencement Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, May 27 at 
8:00am in Manning Chapel.

About the Chaplaincy
The Catholic Chaplaincy, a ministry of the Diocese of Providence, 

is served by the Dominican Friars of the Province of St. 
Joseph and supported by the Thomas Becket Association. 
Your donations are essential to our mission!


